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2008 DISCOVER GREAT PLACES THROUGH READING
Every year, a list of books representing the literary heritage of the 50 states, the District of Columbia and 

the U.S. Territories is distributed by the Library of Congress’s Center for the Book during the National Book 
Festival. Each book is selected by a Center for the Book state affiliate or state library.

Alabama

Longleaf
Roger Reid

Alaska

Ten Rowdy Ravens
Susan Ewing

Arizona

Danger in the Desert
Terri Fields

Arkansas

The Mysterious Benedict 
Society & the Perilous 
Journey
Trenton Lee Stewart

California

The Schwa Was Here
Neal Shusterman

Colorado

Inventor McGregor
Kathleen T. Pelley

Connecticut

Miss Crandall’s School for 
Young Ladies and Misses of 
Color
Elizabeth Alexander & 
Marilyn Nelson

Delaware

Fakie
Tony Varrato

District of Columbia

Nothing but Trouble: The 
Story of Althea Gibson
Sue Stauffacher

Florida

The Yearling
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings

Georgia

First Dog Fala
Elizabeth Van Steenwyk

Hawaii

The Hawaiian Monarchy
Allan Seiden
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Idaho

King of the Mild Frontier
Chris Crutcher

Illinois

A Big Cheese for the White 
House: The True Tale of a 
Tremendous Cheddar
Candace Fleming

Indiana

Arrowhawk
Lola M. Schaefer

Iowa

Digging to America
Anne Tyler

Kansas

From Emporia: The Story of 
William Allen White
Beverley Olson Buller

Kentucky

That Book Woman
Heather Henson

Louisiana

Cajuns and Their Acadian 
Ancestors
Shane K. Bernard

Maine

At One - In a Place Called 
Maine
Lynn Plourde

Maryland

Red Moon at Sharpsburg
Rosemary Wells

Massachusetts

Little Women
Louisa May Alcott

Michigan

Mail by the Pail
Colin Sergei

Minnesota

A Birthday Cake Is No 
Ordinary Cake
Debra Frasier

Mississippi

The Four Dog Blues Band
Lianne K. Takemori & 
Mississippi Museum of Art

Missouri

S Is for Show Me: A Missouri 
Alphabet
Judy & Ross B. Young
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Montana

Hattie Big Sky
Kirby Larson

Nebraska

Together Apart
Dianne E. Gray

Nevada

Bull Rider
Suzanne Williams

New Hampshire

Women of Granite: 25 New 
Hampshire Women You 
Should Know
The Write Sisters

New Jersey

Invention of Hugo Cabret
Brian Selznick

New Mexico

The Voyage of the Beetle
Anne H. Weaver

New York

Pale Male: Citizen Hawk of 
New York City
Janet Schulman

North Carolina

Gentle’s Holler
Kerry Madden

North Dakota

Gift Horse: A Lakota Story
S.D. Nelson

Ohio

Wind Flyers
Angela Johnson

Oklahoma

Pappy’s Handkerchief
Devin Scillian

Oregon

Year of the Black Pony
Walter Morey

Pennsylvania

Up, Down, and Around
Katherine Ayres

Rhode Island

Hiroshima Dreams
Kelly Easton
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South Carolina

Turtle Summer: A Journal for 
My Daughter
Mary Alice Monroe

South Dakota

Go Big or Go Home
Will Hobbs

Tennessee

The Hope Chest
Karen Schwabach

Texas

Texas Rangers: Legendary 
Lawmen
Michael P. Spradlin

U.S. Territories

My Name Is Freedom
Ivan Butcher II

Utah

Around the House the Fox 
Chased the Mouse
Rich Walton

Vermont

Here Comes Darrell
Leda Schubert

Virginia

Roy Makes a Car
Mary E. Lyons

Washington

The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian
Sherman Alexie

West Virginia

Way Down Deep
Ruth White

Wisconsin

My Dadima Wears a Sari
Kashmira Sheth

Wyoming

Friday My Radio Flyer Flew
Zachary Pullen
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